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- Sheriff Pitchess Cited

Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess, whose popularity as the
county’s top law enforcement officer has brought him
+ many honors, added a new and meaningful honor to
= ’his collection last week--Humanitarian of the Year,
Selected for the honer by the Century City Shrine
Club, the popular sheriff was toasted by 2 large num-
ber of Shriners and public officials on the announce-
© ment.

Club President Leo H. Zide set the tone for the

- honor when he said the selection was made “because
of his outstanding personal example and leadership.”
President Zide praised Pitchess for his humanitarian
approach to law enforcement, saving “he has given
substance fo his public expressions and professional
policies in which he has called for the ungualified re-

+ gard for the personal dignity and rights of 21l men ™

Others joining in the salute included Roger Mur-
dock. deputy chief of Los Angeles Police Department:
Evelle Younger, district attorney; Supervisor Ernest
Debs, and Deputy Police Chief Harry Didion.

The tribute is one in which ail Southern Californ-
fans can join. When he succeeded the internationally
popular Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz in the post several
years ago, he was—in show business terms——follow-
ing a tough act.

That he has succeeded has been demonstrated
many times, none more eloquently than his selection
2s “Humanitarian of the Year.”

Our First Line

Gilbert and Sullivan were being light hearted when
they had the Sergeant sing “A policeman’s lot is not
a happy one!” but taey spoke too tragically true. The
police are our first line of defense against crime and
yet for all they give they get a paltry little. In fact. it
is becoming a national disgrace the way civilians are
refusing to come to the heip of a policeman attempt-
ing against great odds lo arrest a vioient lawbreaker.

Don Fulford, Piedmont Assemblyman, has decided
to do something about if, at least in California. He
plans a legislative fight for two of his bills which would

- strengthen the hand of the man on the beat. One meas-
+ ure would increase penalties for assaulis on policemen.
The other a “Good Samaritan bill” would give citi-
zens immunity from civil law suits growing out of their
altempts to help a peace officer in trouble.

As Assemblyman Mulford says: “It is deplorable
when an able-bodied man no longer feels he has a re-
sponsibility {6 go te the help of sumeone being attacked
by malicious lawbreakers.” Perhaps his laws will re-
move some of the excuses for shirking that responsi-
bility.

On to the Ball Park

April 12 makes it official again; baseball still is
our national game. The majors start their season then
and they’'ll be getting the big crowds
peanuis and popeorn and crackerjack.
leagues and the Little Leagues and the .andiots
be packing them in, too.

In California, of course, the big question will he,
can we get another world title? Will the Dodgers come
back to glory? Will the Giants finally live up to their
promising talents? Will the Angels sing of victory?

From our position of no authority we can make
only a hedging prophecy. Perhaps the Dodgers will
with Wills; the Giants may with Mays and vou can’t
deny
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our children
2 right to kmow about
it is NOW be

it is reapportioned —Sandy
aide to US. Senator
Murphy, on school
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There is something dras-
tically wrong withh a gov.
ernment that makes its tax
Jregalations so  incredibly
complicated that the aver-
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age Joe is forced to hire an
expert to prepare his return
—Dale Hileman, Los An-
geles.
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Modern-day living is so
complex that people don’t
get excited about crime and
law enforcement — until it
hits them personally or hits
their pocketbooks. — Virgil
Crabtree, Los Angeles, re-
tired Internal Revenue
Service execuiive,
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An active commitment to
teaching students breeds
the indespesible human re-
lationship which must be
cultivated between faculty
and students. —— Glena S.
Dumke, Chancellor State
Colleges.

~BUT HE NEEDS
SOMETHING THAT
Wikl SHOOT
ONLY SOUTH!

ROYCE BRIER

We Are Arguing Against

Centuries of Tradition

One hundred years ago
the United States was not
mauch admired in Earope. A
minerity of Eurcpeans -iked
us, comprising convinced
republicans ang those emo-
tionally involved in the slav-
ery guestion,

During the century the
ﬁaﬂing antipathy was
Het changed, excepti
briefly twice, when we co:eg
to the aid of those Furp-
peans tbreatened by Geor-
man ambition. But this was
in some part counieracted
by a widespread European
fear of the American civil-
ization It was considered
materialistic and cverhear-
ing and nol very bright as
regards Europeon coltural
and historical values. A big
factor in this attitude was
the ubiquity of the Ameri-
€al economic power.

All this was quite natural,
and indeed inevitable in
peoples whose social and
political rools go back a
t years, while Amer-
ican predominance has ap-
peared only in this century.

in the last century ihe
Americans, preoctupied at

homie, gave small heed fo
the Earopean atttitude. If
they were aware of it, they
did not understand if, and
made little efiort to exam-
ine its causes.

But lately we have enter-
ed a crisis in what may be
called the attitude-con{lict
of Americans and Euro-
peans, and if we would be
2 mature people we will try
%o understand what is hap-
pening, and why, and under-
take to at least alleviate it.

We will not achieve this
by scolding Evrope from a

by scol
her spokesmen, suchdinag
President de Gaulle,

The allusion is 0 a  re-
proof visited on M. de
Gaulie the other day by
Undersecretary of State
Ball in a specch manifestly
reflecting  the Administras-
tion view. Mr. Ball said
France is undermining our
position in the Vietnam
war by maneuvering for a
negotiated peace

We bave, of course, other
bones to pick with M. de
Gauile, which Mr. Ball men-

tioned in studied generali-
ties. These include de
Gaulle’s aversion to the
American military presence
on the Coatinent, and his
antagonism towsrd the Al
lantic alliance.

We canuot be expected to
like this distrust of our
judgment in European and
world affairs, but we would
be in a better position if
we bore some of it in com-
parative silence, permitiing
evenis to be our judge. We
cannot hope that mere siia-
sion will fortify our lesder-
ship, socalled, when we are
arguing against a thousand
¥years. We can  hardly be-
lieve the ip we ex-
ercised, 19451955, has not
changed in terms and logic
by 1885,

M. de Gaulle thinks he
speaks for all free Euro-
peans, but that is not im-
portant. The point is the
Europeans, de Gaulle or no,
will never acquire an Amer-
historical experience pre-
cludes it. The si are
strong that we must accept
a rolp somewhat different
{rom the role we reluctantiv
d in 1917,

WILLIAM HOGAN

Weirdest Year for GOP
Under a New Spotlight

“The Agony of the G.OP.
1984 by Robert D. Novak
is the second of what un-
doubtedly will be a wave of
books and articies about the
most  difficult, most {rus-
trating and, in many ways,
the weirdest year in the his-
tory of the Republican par-
ty.

Novak is an accomplished
and experienced newspaper-
man who is now a syndicat-
od columnist with the New
York Herald Tribune.

He is wot unfriendly to
the Republican party, and
he writes in 2 basically sym-
pathetic manner, in effect
shaking his head is disbelief
and unhappiness at the
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‘."‘.Morning Report:

In a democracy, every war produces its arma-chair

generals. But this affair in Vietnam is making them so
~ mervous, they can barely read their maps. Half are
_ shouting: “Charge” and the other half are sounding:
“Retreat.”

It's that kind of a war—part of it is fighting and
the rest is diplomacy. And the &action in the dark far-
ests of Southeast Asia is not nearly as murky as what's
going on in Washington, Moscow, and Peking. Not to
wention London and Paris.

It's encugh to make a freside strategist blow his
top, as some already have, burn his maps, and take on
something simple like the new income tax forms.

Abe Mellinkoff

greal interpal reat in the
Republi fabric.
He traces the beginning
of the Goidwater movement
from the 1960 convestion in
Chicago and shows the dia
metrically opposed ap

proaches of Rockefeller and -

Goldwater {o the 1964 cam-
paigs,

Rockefeller felt that Nix-
on had failed to fight hard
enough for the big indus-
triul states of the North.
Goldwater felt that Nixon
did not court the South
strongly enough. Goldwat-
er's supporters, while never
in any sense ahead antil
the Rockefeller remarriage,
nevertheless utilized the
Ume from 1960 on to build
& strong, tightly kuit, extra-

-

ordinarily well-financed or-
ganization,

Had everything remained
as it was in 1961, Goldwat-
er's forces would probably
have remained simply a
str?ngly organized minority
which might, or might not
have accepted the majority
decision of the Republican
National Convention. How-
ever, following the change
in  Governor Rockefeller's

ic status, the moder-
ate center, previously the
controlling element of the
Republican party, was nev-
er again able o 1
and unify behind one can-
didate. Into this vacuum
flowed the Goldwater tide
until the Califorpia primary
when the major-
ity (which actually was only
about 37 per cent of the 1o
tal registered Republican
strergth in Californial, con-
clusively nailed down the
nomination for the Arizona
Senator,
"% R

The book ends with 3 de-
tailed, and thoroughly in-
teresting, discussion of the
San Francisco conivenlion.

Nowak is quite right: The
campalgn was a complete
afteromath and anticlimax,
for ot only the Republican
nomination but the election
was seftied when the Cali
fornia primary results were
in. The vast majority of vot
ers in California and Ameri

.

¢a have demonstrated re-
peatedly they will never ac-
cept a candidate as far from
the middle ground as Sema-
tor Goldwater,
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Notes on the Margin

of James T. Farrell” will ap-
pear from Fleet Pubii
this k. This is the first
time by the novelist-
essayist have appeared in
book form

gi

. . . Fanny Burney’s nove!
of 1778, “Evelina™ gives us
a female glimpse into 18th
Century English  society,
which has been seen all too
rarely 2 woman's
eyes. A Nerton Library re-
print {$1.65).

. . . Christina Stead’s pow-
erful family novel of 1940,
dren,” has been republish
ed in a new hardbourd edi-
tion, with an introduction
by Randall Jarvell (Hol;
$5.93).

S L
“The more at & party the
‘m&nw. i the fewer, the better

Appraisal Programs Help
Determine Value of Land

By PHILIP E. WATSON
Les Angeles
County Assessor
(Fourth fa & Series)

I's no secret that in
Southern California, prop-
erty has shown an  above-
the - natiopal - average in-
crease in value over the last
15 years. People are willing
to buy cven unpromising
jand because the history of
California rea! estate has
been “buy it, forget it and
sell it for a profit.” Every-
one hes heard stories of
people who hought Wilskire
Boulevard property for 850
an acre and sold it for $50
a square foof.

If all property increased
uniformly in value, the As
sessor’s job would be easy.
All he would have to do is
make periodic uniform as-
sessment increases.

Bat values do not change
in such convenient pat-
terns. One section of the
County may grow dramati-
cally after a perind of rels-
tive stagnation. Others may
show a steady rise related
to the overall growth pat-
tern. Or an old commercial
section may collapse with
the coming of shiny, new
shopping centers.

distinguished frem our
“maintenance” appraisal
program which reflect mar-
ket value changes caused by
something the owner did to
increase the value of the
individual property) must
De set up in such & way as
value is changing :

Pinpointing the changing
patterns in market value is
a complex task in a county
of aimost 2,000,000 parcels
of property. If you are the
Assessor and trying to do a
proper job, you can’t rely
on gossip or hearsay for in-
formation on what this or
that property is worth.

We have developed a sci-
entific systemn for watching
the ups and downs in the
market place, The system is
our “salesratio” study
which enables us to review
the entire County every
year.
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To understand how our
sales-ratio study works it is
necessary to explain some
of the appraisal tools used
in our Department.

One basic tool is the map
book. This is a geographic
gmnpin_g of neighboring
properties, showing dimen-
sions of lots, tract numbers,
sireet widths, zoning, and
other details related to the
physical characteristics of
each property. The entire
County is divided into 2,850
such maps, each containing
about 625 parcels of prop-

erty.

For all work purposes in
the Assesser's office, prop-
erties are keyed to a map
book, with an additional
page and parcel designa-
tion

{if you look at vour tax
bill, near the top on the
right hand side, you will
find your property identi-

ment or tax information on
any piece of property, it
to have the
and parcel
since

égg&ér

reverue stamps affixed
which indicate the purchase
price,

We then chart every sale
in the County to establish
the relationship between
existing assessments and
new seiling prices, striking
a ratio, mapbook by map-
book. As we see patteras de.
velop where assessed values
showup out of line with car-
rent market values, these
properties are assigned to
our appraisal staff for re-
view.

The reappraisal assign-

ments are made on a prior-
ity bhasis—those properties
with assessments farthest
sway from the prevailing
countywide average of 25
per cent of market value
receiving our first atten-
tion.
oy
When a mapbook is as-
signed for review, it does
not necessarily mean that
the assessments wili be
changed. The revenue
stamps on the record ¢
deeds do not positively indi-
cate the true sales prices.
So the first thing our ap-
praisers in the field must do
is to verify the selling prices
and terms of the sale with
the buyer or seller v real
estate broker who handled
the transaction,
If the selling prites prove
accurate, it still does mot

best use,” and at the same
time, to follow the market
Therefore, if an area is
zoned for a higher use 1h
any property in the nei
borhood is  actuaily being
used for. we would appraiss
at the going prices in thic
neighborhood. In an arex
which is converting from
one type of use 1o another
with resulting increases in
value, it ix our responsibil-
ity to reflect this higher use

led in our assessments,

As a rule, the owner of
picce of properly has 2
pretly solid idea of what
the property is worth. Hou-
ever, we frequently hear
the argument that sinee an
owner has no intention of
selling, his assessment
shouldn’t be changed unti
the property is (ransferred
and he realizes a profit

mean that every
in the map book will neces-
sarily be changed. Some-
times a mapbook will encom-
pass property zoned for dif-
ferent uses — single fam-
ily, duplex, commercial
multipledwelling, etc. If
our review shows fhat only
one or two of these Yinds
of properly are Imoving
away from curreat
values, these would be the
only values changed.
Speaking of zoning - the
kind of use for which prop-
erty is 2onmed directly af-
fects its value, and a change
in zoming generally is fol-
Jowed by a change in value,
It is our responsibility to
appraise property at what
is called its “higbest and

This arg complete-
Iy misses the nature of the
property tax system. This
tax is a Yax on current val-
ue. not on capital gains

As 1 have said before, we
don’t place arbitrary values
on property—we only re-
cord what the owners of the
property are doing in the
open market. Our update
appraisal program, since it
ispgured directly to market
action s shown in our sales

then to emﬂ; K:tol::{ il
assessments

Next Week: “EXEMP-
TIONS AND YOUR TAX
BILL"

HERB CAEN SAYS:

A Word Puzzle
For Shut-Ins

WORD GAME: Since ['ve ween house-hunting late-
Iy, I've been reading the real estate ads with some avid-
ity. and a liberal education they are in general seman-
tics. Even the communiques from Saigon don't contain
as many euphemisms, but after a few weeks, you be-
gin to get the hang of it.

For instance, “has possibilities” means it's an old
wreck that car be made habitable with the help of a
$100.000 bank loan. “New plumbing:” (hey stashed a
powder room in the cloak closet. “Old world charm”: no
powder room, and the bathtubs sit off the floor on iron
claws. “Sun-swept patio!” Don’t Jook for the garden, be-
cause there isn't one. “Ample closets;™ if you're a moth.

“Favorably located™ there’s a bus line three blocks
away. “Sacrifice, owner leaving town™: he just found .
out » high-rise is going up next door. “Exclusive neigh-
borhood™: only people live there. “Stunning View!™:
it's from the maid’s room on the hird floor, and the
most stunning thing is that you hit your head on the
ceiling if you straighten up suddenly. “Close to schools™
the playground is next door. “Flectric kitchen:” the
lights work. “Tastefully redecorated”: the owner ap-
plied one coat of white paint io cover the cracks. “Ex-
citing city view”™: you can see the high-rise across the
street.

But don’t get me wrong. House-hunting is fun. Al
most as much fun as reading between the lines.
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FAR-REACHING EFFECTS of the Bonn-Israel ac
cord: Lufthansa, the West German airline, held its na-
tional sales meeting at the strictly kosher Concord Ho-
tel in the Catskills, where the principal lecture was de-
livered by Dr. Morris Goldman . . .Joan Fontaine’s de- -
lightful sense of humor: When a local politico told her,
“You were always my favorite movie actress,” she
groaned, “Yes, yes, 1 know, since you were a little boy
about so high” . . LBJ's “See America First” cam-
paign isn't working. Passport applications this year
are averaging 5400 a day—compared with 5600 a year
ago.
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SCIENTIFIC NOTE from Dave Niles, the dise jock:
“According to Princeton scientists, the scnsitivity of a
turtie’s ear falls off rapidly beyond 100 cycles, thus
making it impussible for t to hear the hghest note of
a soprano, flute, violin or piccolo. This is why you see
very few turtles at a concert.” I've been wondering
about that.
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IN ONE EAR: Tarits, the Tahitian beauty who
played the female lead in “Mutiny on the Bounty” (and
incidentally mothered a child by Marion Brando), has
agreed verbally to headline the opeaing of the Bora
Bora, the South Secas nightspot being built here; if
you're a date circler, save May 1. . . The other night
Danny Kaye phoned Johuny Kan from H'wood and yel-
led: “Quick, gimme the recipe for sharkfin soup-—I"m
cooking a Chinese dinner and 1 Jost it Johnny: “Have-
n't got time. I'm doing something impaortant” Kaye:
“What?” Johnny: “Watching you on TV” . . . While
he Rev. Ralph Abernathy, Martin Luther King's No. 1
aide, was in fown recently, a friend asked him: “Is Wi
son Baker (Seima's public safety director) really a good
guy?” Rev. Abernathy: “Not too bad, 2nd he has a sense
of humor, 106, He told us the negroes were making a
big mistake by including white people. ‘Soon as the
whites join in,’ he said ‘the singing isn't ha!f as good’ ™
-+« T know one guy who didn't believe that cosmonaut
stepped into space. “If he'd really done it,” he main-
tains doggediy, “he’d have been on Ed Sullivan the next
Sunday night.*




